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Introduction

• Municipal annexation is the legal process 
by which a municipality expands its 
boundaries over adjacent areas that are 
not already incorporated

• Municipal vs Unincorporated 
• "What is urban should be municipal,"

(APA)



North Highline

• Unincorporated area along Seattle’s southern border 

• Highly developed and urbanized

• Population: 17,000+

• Diverse population

• Annexation timeline

• 1990- Identified as a potential annexation area

• 2008- Agreement between Seattle and Burien

• 2009- Burien annexes Area X

• 2012- Burien fails to annex Area Y
Area X

Area Y



What are the practical impacts of 
Seattle’s potential annexation of North 
Highline on the residents of the area?

Research Question



Literature Review

the general features of Municipal AnnexationIdentify

the local context and legal framework for annexation Understand

current progress on annexation in North HighlineEvaluate



Local Framework

• Seattle’s Annexations of the 20th century

• Boundary Review Board Era

• Growth Management Act of 1990

• Potential Annexation Areas

• Comprehensive planning

• New methods of annexation



Current Progress

• Plans and Documents
• Comprehensive plans
• Fiscal impact studies
• Seattle’s Notice of Intent for 

Annexation (2014)

• Seattle’s Annexation Plan
• Annex by section
• Election Method

• 2015 sales tax credit

• Lack of recent progress



Final Product Proposal

• Create an informational document, to be displayed online

• Provide residents of North Highline with accessible information

• Explaining the history and current situation

• Main impacts of annexation
• Taxation
• Regulation
• Services

• Additional resources



Product Design



Methodology

• Meetings with planners and annexation
experts

• Create outline of final product

• Review product outline with residents

• Collect information for final product
• Consult experts

• Create final product
• Written report

• Visuals



Progress and Findings



Next Steps

1. Create final draft of report

2. Reach out to relevant organizations to distribute final product 

3. Finish Senior Project write-up
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A fact sheet, a pamphlet describing the annexation and its 
consequences, is helpful. The pamphlet should have at least a 
map of the annexation area, a list of the benefits and 
improvements that will result from annexation, and a clear 
statement of the financial implications of the annexation. 



Annexation Basics

Rationale
• Maintain revenue base as wealth moves to the periphery
• Extend municipal governance over urban areas

Implementation
• Extension of municipal services
• Enforcement of regulations

Obstacles
• Costs of incorporation for annexing city
• Restrictiveness of State laws governing annexation
• Resistance to higher taxes
• Fear of an area ‘losing its character’


